MUSSELSHELL COUNTY SNOW REMOVAL POLICY
 
  The procedures and priorities outlined in this policy are for regular storm events. They may change during extreme weather and emergencies.
Districts: Each operator is assigned a certain area for snow plowing during the year. Depending on snow conditions, operators may assist in other areas of the County when the need arises.
PRIORITY 1- School bus routes and arterial roads.
PRIORITY 2- Major collectors and other high-volume routes.
PRIORITY 3- Low-volume roads as needed
     Gravel roads will not be plowed until the ground is frozen to reduce road and equipment damage. Non-improved gravel roads will not be plowed until after the main roads are passable and as safe as possible.
The County is only responsible for plowing maintained county roads.
OPERATIONS: The County utilizes snowplows with sand, motor graders, and loaders for snow removal. A sand mixture is an abrasive material used on paved roads to improve traction once snow or an ice floor is established.
PROCEDURES: County roads will be kept as passable and safe as possible, given the limitations of natural occurrences. Winter storms vary in duration and severity. Officials will use forethought, judgment, and skill to match maintenance applications to winter storms and allowable budgets. As a storm moves in, a likely sequence might be:
1. Observe weather predictions.
2. Observe the presence of snow and ice.
3. Plow to remove excessive snow: The Road Department will begin removing snow from the roadways as soon as there is 4”-6” of light snow or 3”-5” of heavy wet snow accumulation.
4. Continue to plow and apply abrasives in key areas of paved roads, such as intersections and curves

